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Maryland Writers Conference to Feature Top Agents, Publishers 
Last chance, Maryland Writers Conference. Register: http://tinyurl.com/c8ehgdp  

  

 Baltimore, Md.—Derek Lee, first prize winner of the 2012 Maryland Writers Association’s contest for 

mainstream literary novels, hopes to soon publish his first work, Welcome to Bethesda.  

 “I’m thrilled. What the prize does is motivate me to work harder than ever to keep improving the novel 

and to get it out to agents and publishers,” says Lee. His first place, Gold Prize will surely help Lee publish 

his first novel, if past history of MWA winners holds true.  

 Each year, MWA recognizes unpublished novels, nonfiction short works, fiction short stories, and 

poetry with certificates and cash prizes at its annual writers conference. Many past winners have become 

successful prose or poetry writers.  

 Also, throughout the year MWA helps prepare writers to improve their crafts and learn to market their 

works. “Writing groups really help in this respect,” says Lee, “and I've been fortunate enough to be involved 

with the MWA's Novel Experience [critique group] during the past two years.” 

 This year, the 2012 winners will be officially announced at the association’s Maryland Writer’s 

Conference on Saturday, Oct. 20 at the University of Baltimore's Thumel Business Center, 11 W. Mt. Royal 

Ave, Baltimore, MD.  

 At the conference, writers will meet a literary agent, find an editor, and learn a thousand publishing 

tips. From 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., they will chose from attending more than 20 different workshops and panel 

discussions by published authors, editors, agents, and publishers. Topics include “Writing for Personal 

Growth & Publication,” “Sell Worthy Query Letters,” “What Editors Look for in Freelance Writers,” “From 

Book to Script to Movie,” “50 Shades of Marketing Your Poetry,” “Children’s Writing Past, Present, and 

Future,” and “Writing Romance that Sizzles.” 

 This conference also offers a unique opportunity to make a pitch to a leading literary agent.  

 The Maryland Writers' Association [ http://www.marylandwriters.org/ ] is a voluntary, not-for-profit 

organization which brings together writers of all stages and disciplines, serving as an information source, 



 
 

 
 

helping members make contacts that lead to publication. Membership is widely diverse, from published 

authors and freelancers to writers aspiring to get published. Chapters across the state give writers and editors a 

place to meet and join or form critique groups. 

 Here are the 2012 winning authors:  

 Historical Novel—Gold, "The Wager" by Cassandra Pennington; Silver, "War of 1812-Impressed" by 
Leslie Cooney; Bronze, "Venus and Venlazquez" by Barbara Mujica. 
  
 Mainstream Literary Novel—Gold, "Welcome to Bethesda" by Derek Lee; Silver, "The Empress of 
India" by Iain S. Baird; Bronze, "Silenced Voices" by Teresa Scalzo. 
  
 Sci-Fi Novel—Gold, "Pilot Program" by Sarah Pinsker, Silver, "Juggler's Blade" by Robert Niccolini, 
Bronze, "Ice King" by Peter Wetzel. 
  
 Young Adult Novel—Gold, "River Magic" by Jim Brown; Silver, "Nina and the Bodaway" by Vonnie 
Winslow Crist; Bronze, "I'm Not Weird, Just Quiet" by Jeffrey Wiegand. 
  
 Nonfiction Short Works—Gold, "Walking with My Father" by Alix Moore; Silver, "Trout Fishing in 
Idaho" by Henry S. Parker; Bronze, "Beauty Secret" by Murray Edwards. 
  
 Fiction Short works—Gold, "Killbox" by Jack King; Silver, "When Vivian Greer Came to Sing" by 
Jessica Gregg; Bronze: "Imagining Iraq" by Barbara Mujica. 
  
 Poetry—Gold, "Forty Years Later: What I Know" (P41) by Lalita Noronha; Silver, "Study Hall" by 
Janice Lynch Schuster; Bronze, "Easter, 1952" (P59) by Susan Moger. 
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